A 34-year old man presented with a speech disorder and multiple areas of brain ischaemia. Transthoracic echocardiography (TEE) and a 256-slice computed tomography (CT) angiography revealed the origin of these events: a mobile mass located on the posterior mitral valve (Fig. 1, Supplementary Videos 1 and 2). During surgery, a papillary fibroelastoma was found (Fig. 2) .
The size of the fibroelastoma is 7 mm with a thin stalk. The irregular surface of the fibroelastoma is highlighted by small amounts of blood left in the 'crypts'. Note its gelatinous structure at the borders of the tumour. (C) The central stalk of the fibroelastoma consists of fibrous tissue (red colour). A nodule of loose connective tissue, indicating mucoid degeneration, is localized centrally and a few clustered black-staining elastic fibres are also seen (Elastica van Gieson, ×100).
